
Jaguar S-type ,308 lovERDRIVq 3,781 =.=. 

AT A OUNCE 

Autocar 1 

Test Road I 
An outshndlng car with superb road- 
holding, comfort 8nd ride. 
Tractable and rall-proved higb 
performance angina 
Optional power rtecrlng dves good 
control with l i n k  effort. - 
New all-synchromesh gearbox great 
imorovement. 
AI; disc brake system dves M u t e  
wnfidsnca 

WANUFACTUnem 

Jaguar CM Led.. Browns Lane, bventq  

I N these days when we are SIX- 
M~CES ~. rounded by plastics and shiny 

metal it is pleasant m slip back Basic (with 0.d.) ...... £l,X4 0 "0d 
hrch*Trx ... .<. Uif is 3d to the days of gk"us l i e  and a 
Totd (in G.&) £1.814 I s  M rich armwpherc of polished M s ,  - - - -&&heCO~~~,d~~~"",on a!@ ...... 

leather and *- T' adash uoy Jaguar S-type. IS a car whch stands 
EXTRAS (i- r.~.) on im own, be- family uanxpon 
~ e u r i d i y  heated rear and executive limowine. It sgma 

I 
window ............ f18 ir 6d wa-made for the man who likes to 
Wiornobile and aerial L44 111 8d drive himsel£, yet want8 a car which ... will lo& right anywhere, be it m a : 

hVrMering ...... 9s 2d farmyard or outside a luaury hotel. 
&withlooks,theJaguar9180ha8a 

PERWRMANCE SUMMAW dual mad pemomlity, being able to 
glide b g  m crowded aty sueets a ......... M-muimumsped 121.5n.v.h ...... st.nairu-i-mi~a ." I M ~  a Rome N a r i d e  in un- 

w m . @ h .  1.. ..........,. IM= der a day for a e t h  in the south ...... rn m.v.h. in thid w -. lwus of France. 
Our test car was .the 3.8-liPe~ 



Dominated by the big o i r c b r ,  the engine fiNr the uder- 
bonnet rpoa. On the left arc the t r m p o m m  hydmlic 
reservoirs. while rn the ri&. at the mar. is the m r r r  - .  
steerine Auid tank 

-- 

FUEL CONSUMPTION 
At Conrunt Speed. in O*ndri*. Tep: ... 30m.p.h. ... 3 ~ ~ . ~ . ~ .  70m.p.h. P Q ~ W  
m 30.3 .. 80 ..... 196 " 
M :: 1:: 5 , 90 ... I65 .. . ... . ..... 60 15.0 lm :: 14.6 

Est1mu.d (DIN) m.p.g. 1@2 (I40 livallWkm) 
Gnd. ... .- ...... Premium 06-98 RM) 

OIL CONSUMPTION 
WE30 ............... I;MO m.p.g. 

TLIl CONDITIONS 
W& D q m d  sunny with 5-10 m.p.h. wind 

. . . . . . . . .  Ta-n 2 de& C (15 dw. F.) 
suomav ,  a-ffi.~~~~~mw&4 W-w.&r 
WeMYT .. -. .... 
Kerb weWt (with 61, rnnr d haWul1 fuel mk): 

32- Ub+? lb1 ,654 U 
F.emrrubkkri~.rnrat  ... U F-47 L 

TURNING MRCLES 
B.nrrcn b r b r  ... L 39k 4%: R 3sh 3irr 

' ban walk ... L UP 4n.; L 4OR 3in. 
Steering wheal turm lock ro lock ...... 3.25 

PERFORMANCE DATA 
Overdrive top g a r  m.p.h. pet 1.000 ..p.m. 2S9 
Top IUC m.p.h. p.r l,11 r . p p m . . . . . . .  101 
nu. pis,o" . ~ d  ., mu Pow.r ... 3 . ~ 0 ( l l ~ i ~  
Enrim revs a m a  ma s9n.d ... 4.7W r.0.- 

Autocar Road Test 20 1 8 

MAKE: Jaguar 
S Y  P E : S-QPB 3.8 (overdt.lve) 

3.781 cc FRONT ENGINE REARWHEEL;DRIM 

m.p.h. O.D.To Top Third Second Firat 

10-30 
~ 9 3 f  (377) ) PO1) (12.73) - - 3-7 2.6 

9- 1n.n 74. s.3 2.4 - 

- 
CLUTCH hdd baddfirrCIRbd61- I 



f0~4 $g)= p d  oywdrive m 
.top gesr. gesrbo& was intm- 
duccd at the W o n  Show last ycpr 
ontheE-typ,aodisnap.bsiog 
fittcdtomss-typeandMk.10. Tt 
is a vast i m ~ t  over the 
former unit and enwues quieter 
changes. 
The n p ~ ~ n t  +tween gear posi- 

tions has kai mxead Sli&ay, 
andre.vecsehPanawkaiaansfensd 
malocarign~el toscamdrather  
than first geat Movements are a 
little heavy, and d-mc is scmc bulk- 
ingwheIlrePrraeissdeQsd The 
s y n c h m n e s h i s p r r g ~ i m d  
canuot be beaten, no m a w  how fast 
the gear lrva is moved. 

Wlth d v e  firnod, a 3.7'7 to 1 
6naI drive mio h used m p1ace:d 
the stpnasrd 3.54 Kl 1. ovedflve 
~pera~a!fopgcarooEg,bcingerm- 
adIed by a steering adunm lever. 
Itslipsindoutwithgicatsmooth- 
wss, and 4 0 t m u c h ~ ~ c e  ib 
qu i ted  m make changes Wmally 
rmd~b&a&mtfmmasE&tnbe  
o r f a U o f o f r e v r r v ~  A 
~onthestaaiagopluma~trr 
up when overdrive is m operation, 
tbe1eve ld~d i lgbe iagd imwd 
w f r e n t h e s i d ~ a r e o n .  

E&e and Performance 
Altho+ the basic XK s& 

engine design is now getting on for 
17 years old, it ?fill &arms RE 
duties with tem6c urse w h a  
needed. In its %litre, twin car- 
burettor form it dodops 210 b.h.p. 
net at 5J00r.p.m The'somdard* 
cngine has an 8-to-L a n u p s i o n  
ratio, but 7-1 and 9-to-1 heads are 
a d a b l e  for expon and Bp&d 
orders. This engine is very UaUmbk, 
a n d w i l l p u l l a w a y ~ f m m a s  
loar is 500 ram. 

Whenmld,maeisagooddept  
d c t a t t e r ~ t h e h s i n u v e r k a d  
camshaft geam and driving chnint, 
but tb+ dies away M the engine 
wamyll3p. Onbtcscarthcwt@- 
matic dmke setting did not a- 

quitcDichcmughaadnlrbatgh~ 
engim started easily eqough fy~ 
culd, it did emit a few bnmdnaI 
mu& during the firas mile or so. 

GcttingtheS-fppeoflthemark 
quickly ass nor q u i r r  special 
tdmhue. By uuoe a b t  ZPOO 
r . p a  and a smart clutch foot, the 
m k w n i i s v u y r s p i d , w i t h g d a r  
chaogesbei€lgloDde~fararod35,54 
80aad105laph.  Higherrevson 
talre-4 mereIy resulted in wheclepin 
and bugex fimes. At low revs the 
engine is semarkably q$et, but once 
it gets the bit between ~ t s  teeth and 
the rev n v m e c d l e  gem over the 
3,000 mark, the note rises to a pnr- 
posdul but neve objectionable row. 

Jagma recommend that 5P00 
r.p.m. Should not be acgded for 
long periods, akhough the red band 
on the rev counm starts at 5,500 
r.p.m In fa% atthe mean mmimum 
speed c4 121.5 nap&, the mgiue is 
only Nnring over at 4,700 r.pm, weU 
within the ad* limit Ihuing 
mnnal drivin& m can leave all but 
the bigger spmts csnr behind by 
m a l d o e , p r r g ~ ~ c h a o g e s a t  
a l + t  2,XNl rap= 

Pod CmKmvlptbn 
, With such an cngh the fuel con- 
~onvarieaagreatdeslwiththe 
type d driving. On the open mi4 
o r ~ m ~ t h e c a r w i l l ~ ~  
around 17mp~,wbikhprddriving 
on nwmways, with lrmg bursts at 
well over 100 m p h ,  gaga a a- 
mnpth d ammd 12.5 mp@. The 
S-~basm7-gsuOntanks ,onein 
each rear wing; these t h  are en- 
tirely iadepmdmt d each other, the 
supply m ?he eagint being 00~0Iled 
by a fadp switch. Wheb the gauge 
rhoars empty, e r e  is lust about a 
gdm 1eft-a useful safegusrd on a 
long night journey. The shape of the 
tanks a l l m  them to be fled verg 
quickIyl witbout any blowing back, 
a n d ~ e ' l i l l e r c a p s a r e ~ ~ e r  
.pP in thewings. - 
wasusedthrougbouttheteat 

emol 

Steeriug and Handlhg -. 
POw&nls&tcd snuing, an em% 

was fitted to the fat  car. The word 
"assisted " is used in ita senrc 
h e r e , f o r h s w p  23% the 
Isgust kaves the dnver in full corn- 
mend of the car, without any sense d 
b e i U r a L e n o v e r " b y t k h ~ .  
At 5-st there is a tendency to use 
m o r r ~ t h a n i s ~ ~ t o t a t e  
thecarthrintghbads,soIi&tistbe 
p m n c e d e b  T h e r e a n 4 ~ 3 )  
tumsoftbewheelfromlodr€91och 
andthecarisvuyeasilgthmadcd 
rbrough heavy rragiC at low speeds 
Bccaurc of its kdcpmdenf mar - 

su~lpauian, one  perk^ w. 
S-type m have some m d  &tlc8. 
ThehandliDgis-muqalrigbt 
up to the limit d adhesm~, wrtb pet- 
hsps just a mrcc d undu%teu. This - 
isindktedbythecar'sabiiitywrua 
arrow-maight at 120 m p h  with the 
ddvds hands v imdy  ofl the wheel 

SIupendw TY- 
Thcrc can be few big saloons m 

which the ride is aa good as in the 
Jaguaz S-type eod driver and passen- 
gers can travel over the most turible 
surfaces without having to bother 
whit the wheels are do+ The all- 
hdepadent suspension IS not spongy 
or wwUy, yet it absorbs bump, &P 
aad potholes mi* allmBt anttmp 
tuous ease. But the driver never 
'loses touch" with the road surfna 
andheremainsinwm&teomrrol 
Oneoftkemughestreotrronabigcar 
like this la driving on ice and snow- 
aworearoads;plwidedoll+doesnp 
get mo powuJlam, ~e 
Lsepmovingwhenaltaboutan 
slithcringdsliding. 

Dunlop SF41 tyrcs ipr m p9 
~ ~ t b c y ~ ~ g n p .  
Theu mdd ply comttumon does 
m s % e t h c m r r a n s m i t d ~ d  
bumpstothechaasis,butnottoan -- degnc 
Windmnseattbehigbuspeedswm 

r a r h e r r e o n m a n % d d b e ~ +  
from a car ofthis sbnpc, cspccially ~ 



Lsft: M i d m i  wood and l&r are very 111uch in evidence ins& the S~ypc. Kick atu m the dmr  sills p m t a  the poinRwk. ~ j v m  #" are cwa d a r  far the radio speaker. ma wch side ofthe m t r a l  can& Ri&: here Is ampk fmt ram unAer the bocks afthe fmnt seats. 
The cambid o m  rsm cnd door padma eoch have an ashtray. On the he h ir the lacking Wm-buckle. under the copping rail 

Jaguar. S-type 3'8.. . pedsllapo~tis ~ . ~ d  the pad 
angles have been almcd m make 

m e q u t . a r p p U s w e r e ~  E m  rhcmfoincidemorrdcselywiththe 
so, it was perfectly possible to listen natural movement of the ddvefs foot 
m rhe radio at m u m  speeds. In and ankle. Tuns slmwcd that the 
stmu side winds, the car did pet dutch muired a full 651b -sure m 
plsb;d around rat& a lot; tbc m& depress ii In prectice, it f& nahing 
for thia may lie in the lcag tail bG like as heavy as this get it is a s w s e  
yond mC rear wheels. in oonapa with the lighmess d th 

Pednls 
Tkaaelaptorpedallinkageisa 

little heavy snd the movemmt -small; 
as a result the initial thmttle opening 
is -hat gvdden, so dat gentIe 
driving without jerk or snatch does 
requk som skill. Otkwiss the 

other Lxmtds. 
hmlop dise brs&s are fitted all 

mnmd, thgse at the rear being inbonrd 
ofthedriveshshs;awcuumsavo 
is fitted. With brakes as good as these, 
there is littte to be said about thcm. 
Tbey gave complete rrmfidence at all 
times, and d y  d to need 

L i d  thmugbmt with Wgh carpet. the bDof h Jaw than i t  appears here; 
thbjack, spare whed and mol kit are nored under the false floDl 

heavier pedal pressme at the end of 
o m  newly iatrcdd l k m p  tests. 
Only 7% pedal pressure was d e d  
to bring the car to a four-square 
stop with slightly over l.Og showing 
on the brake meter. The handbreke, 
tucked m the nsmrw space between 
the dri* scat and the dm, is 
awkward to ma& and not very 
efiective. There is the usual Jaguar 
wsmins lamp to show that the 
handbrsLe is on orthat the hydraulk 
fluid lev4 has dropped m a dangerous 
level. Mcat dri- are surprised @, 
find how often they fd m release a 
handbrake completeiy. 

Comfort 
Gctring imo tpe Jaguar S-type is 

lather like mrmng one of Lmldon's 
older-embkkd clubs. The mmior 
of the teat car was W e d  in d i s m  
red upholstay, with pknty of 
polis?xd wood m the facia and door 
c a ~  Theuseofthisamountof 
woodseemedwsomcofthetes€staff 
to be slightly -ve, and they 
would have &ead to see morr 
use made of black lestber or othv  
d c t i n g  mamiaL 

The seats at the from look rather 
more cnmfmable than in fact they 
are. Aithongh they support the body 
m the ri&t plaoes, there is little 
lateral h t i o n  and ifthe car is being 
driven dimg n'-- rolwl, the pnu- 
s e a g a d o e s h s v e t o ~ ~ m  
avoid being thrown about Provi- 
nion is made for the MtiDg of sw 
belts, and both the frontae~omad- 



Cimric l h  ofthe S-typnecclm Gcersive b 
the numlrer-plote mnltwof lid trim 

justable for rake. At the +em, the 
seats are weit shaped with plenty of 
room far feet ro be *etched. Pnr- 
themaore, flPe rear doms open tom- 
~ ~ h e ~ o f f h e s e a t , s o ~  
exit& and enbws can belnade with 
digaity- The amrests in the rear 
doan s& both &ets and ash- 
tram. 

rightwore to set *em o Reversing iomje are builc 

black panel with white lettering. 
Although &is may do4 seem a bit 
cdusing io the newcomer, the p i -  
tMns are very spon l e d  so that 

- m r e r a n ~ * ~  one without 
a b. jaguar still remain faithful 
to-the s e p e e  ignition switch and 
starter button There is a small, pull- 
our trav m the middle of the facia. and 

Drlp.ing Control 
the &ae panel 6- the WU in- 
struments and swititm swings $own 

From the d r k d s  p v b c  of view, the m expose the fuse block. Th two- 
layout of the cormoh is ahnos ideal; kvel instrument IigMhg is onfy just 
in fronr of the st& wheel are the adequate when on WyP 
large mtched speed&eter and xev 
counter, with dear white markings. 
There is a mutl and trip mileage re- 
wder  in the speedometer and a dock 
in the remnntter. On a recessed 
panel across the centre of the facia 
are the ammeter, fuel, oil press? and 
water temperature gauges, mth the 
ligbrs. switch in the ceme of the 
row. Ranged under &ese dials is a 
row of matching switches, their pnr- 
pose being indicared beneath on a 

Heater OperatZoa 
On tbe centla1 e d e ,  below the 

wide but rather awkward-tc-getgt 
parcel shelf, are the heater controls. 
Three pushbuttons opefate the 
"essential, services " of- %he hddng- 

d heat A quadant slide 
$=%e heat output a, a not- 
verv-he deeree. Each side of this 
qui;drant "are Wum&ted 
knurled Imobs which &ear air either 

to the soreen or f e t ;  rear sear pas- 
sengers have.hot air dated to their 
feet from vents under the front- 

two-speed hoosttef fan is =;A. . n is almat silent on the 
slow w&g, In-the bitterly cold 
weather of rhe test period, we really 
appreeiared the elecuica&-heated 
rear win*. which would reduce an 
overnight c& of urow and ice to 
slush in a ma= of minutes, and kept 
the interior of the window free fmm 
condensation 

C o ~ l s ,  Boot, Engine 
A Mescopic steering dumn is a 

standard fit&&?; bebhd the wheel are, 
on the left, the indica'tor and head- 
lamp flasber switch and on the right 
the ovedrive ewtcol ann. A half- 
ring horn push is in the lower hslf 
the wheel, so that it does not obscure 
the insuwmzm m the straight ahead 
pixiti-; the horn can also be sounded 
by pressing the -wheel boss 

There is plenty of rooln for fwr 

I HOW THE JAGUAR %TYPE YO 
COMPAn6s; 

I "" I 1 



people's luggage in the boot, which is 
lined rhroughout in tough carper 
Under its false flom is the spare 
wheel, jack and Jaguar's splendid tool 
kit in its specially fiued my. A light 
in the boot lid annes on when it is 
opened and the sidelamps are on. 

The underbonnet space is dopxly 
packed with the engine, its acces- 
s&, pipes and wires--aU neatly 
laid out and with no suggestica of 
disorder. The polished aluminium 

cam boxes and pale grey exhaust 
mmifolds are very pleasam adorn- 
mats. Unfommately, ,the oil filler 
cap gets very hot and a doth is needed 
to undo it aft- the engine has been 
numing for some rime The test c a ~  
used 6 pints of oil in 1,310 miles. 

Service requirements an the S-cgpe 
are quite extensive, 14 grease points 
meding a u d o n  ewry 6,000 miles, 
and the engine oil has to kx changed 
every 3,000 miles. 

s-mary 
There urn be no doubt that the 

Jaguar S-type is an omstaddingly 
good car in its class. Although re- 
lated m the Mk. 2, this is a model in 
its own right, incorporating many 
design differences and many improve- 
ments compared with the earlier car. 
The new gearbox and other refine- 
ments make it a most desirable niece 
of machinery-d an -el+ fast 
and safe mesns of traqnut. 

SPECIFICATION: JAGUAR !%TYPE 34 R O W  ENGINE REARWHEEL DRIVE 

ENGINE CHASSIS A N D  B O D Y  S c n a  wipers ... 2, hp..d eIf@ing 
Cylinders ... 6, i n  line ConmurriM ... Inregnl, rrih -1 body s ~ n  r vk r  ... sundud. ;;e.ic pump 
Coolins w r e m  ... W-P; pump, h n  and the- Inredor h- ... Sruld~ld.frrrhri~.-hn 

flf SUSPENSION Slkn khr ... Extn, vlchawe mvided 
son . ... ... 87.Omm @+in.) ~ m n t  ... ... ~ndepadul t  ~ i~hbone, ,  roil incmriorvim ... ~ r t h e r  reat.. <I& -lining 
M e  ... ... 1 W h m  (447in.) w i n a  eel-pic dampen. Floor w r i n g  ... Grpt  
D h p b n u n t  ... 3,781 r.~. N D 6 c u .  in.) anti-mll hr  Smrtini handle ... N o p m i i o n  

R u  ... ... Indewndent. wishbones, radius Jlc* Sorw pillar 
V d w g a r  ... h i n o v . r h d o n u h s k  arms. mil mlucopic JuLinz Gnu ::: Id ride, under doors 
Comprarbn dampen 0thabodl.r ... None 

w i o  ... ... B b l ;  Owions74or  9.0- I Turnr,lorkmt&3~15; W h h l d k  I&lim. 
Cvbvrarton ... 1 S.V. HD6 MAINTENANCE 
Rd pump ... 1S.U.elecvic BRAKES Fuel tank ... I 4  Imp. IJlon. (63.6 lii) 
O i l  C l t a  ... ... Full flow, n n d i e  element Make m d  np. ... h n l o p  disc with n rvum.  Cooling 8- ... 22 in- (including h-,) (12.5 
Mu.-, ... 2lOb.h.p.(nn)ar5.mr.p.m. =na 

D i m d o n s  ... F. Ilin. dh; R, 114. 
!PA') 

Max tomw ... 240 1b.h ( n . r ) r l m  c.p.m. S-CM ... 495.q. in. Engine rump ... 12 pin0 (6-75 litro) SAEZMWD. Change on1 naw 3 . m  mile.; 
Chmze 6ker ehment new 

WUEELS LOOO mile, 
TRANSMISSION ... ... Pr-d r u x l  dirs Gubmmdover -  
C l u t ~ h  ... ... Borzand Be.*, 101". d U  . ... Dunlop SPII ruw.  18S15in d i e  . ... 4 pint. SAE 30. Chulce oil 
Gubox ... ... 4-p.d dl-ynchmmuh an- ePUIPuENT erwl IZMO mt la  

t d  -'&I. Ovardrive dn rap. - , ,,. 60.mp, hr, 
Final drivr ... 2'75 pinu SAE 5UEP. C h g e  

Gar ... OD Top 078; To I M). Third ,,, L " ~  
o l  new laow mi le  

1.28; S-nd 1 . d  ii; 3.W; ... Lucv 4.d h a m  7US-mtc 
G- ... ... I+ m i n u  new 6 . m  m i b .  

Reverse 3.60 hn Pr-re. ... F 30. R. 30 p.3.i. (nomd 

Find drive ... H-d bevel 3.77 
d;ivb; F. 36: R 36 p.8.i. (fuc 
drivinJ 


