Jaguar S-type 38

Autocar

Road

Test

NUVIBER 2018

MANUFACTURER:
Jaguar Cars Ltd., Browns Lane, Coventry

PRICES o
Basic (with 0.d) ... .. £5500 0s 0d
Purchase Tax ... .. £34 ts 3d
Total (in GB) ... ... £1814 is 3d

EXTRAS (inc. P.T.)

Electrically heated rear B
window ... . e e £I8 25

Radiomobile and aerial ... £44 125
Power steering ... ... £66 95

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Mean maximum speed ... s 1205 maph.
Standing surt.i—mile = oo e [T55ec
=60 m.ph. e e we are V04 sec
30-70 m.p.b. mﬂmdgm v wva e 10-Biee
Overall fuel consumption . 128 m.p.g.
Milesper tankful (both tanks, no reserve) ... 180

REZ

AY A GLANCE

An outstanding car with superb road-
holding, comfort and ride.

Tractabla and well-proved high
performance engine.

Optional power steering gives good
control with light effort.

New allsynchromesh gearbox great
improvement.

All disc brake system gives absolute
confidence.

rounded by plastics and shiny

metal it is pleasant to slip -back
1o the days of gracious living and a
rich ammosphere of polished woods,
leather and deep carpets. The
Jaguar S-type is a car which stands
on irs own, bétween family transport
and executive limousine. It secems
tailor-made for the man who likes to
drive himself, yet wants a car which
will look r:ght anywhere, be it in a
farmyard or outside a luxury hotel.
As with looks, the Jaguar also has a
dual road personality, being able to
glide along in crowded city streets or
tear down a Route Nationale in un-
der a day for a2 month in the south
of France.

I these days when we are sur-

Our test car was “the 3-8-litre:

S-type with the new all-synchromesh

s615

it

Wﬁe heming and ventilation aze
grouped on the console with the radio
and ash tray
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Autocar Road Test 2018

MakE: Jaguar
sxre: S-type 3-8 (overdrive)

3,781 c.c. FRONT ENGINE REAR-WHEEL -DRIVE

Speed range, gear ratios and time In seconds

m.p.h. 0.D. To Top Third Second First
| @R @M @8y gy (27)

{0—30 s

20—40 108 76 5-3 3-4 —

30—50 11-3 7-1 51 38 e

40—60° 11-0 73 53 = =

e Al S R
Dominated by the big aircleaner, the engine fills the under- 60—80 . 5 2 i o
bonnet space. On the left are the transparent hydraulic 70—90 132 |°"-;‘ — — —
reservoirs. while on the right, at the reor_ is the bower 80—100 17-1 15- — —_ =
steering fluid tank 90—1i10 251 217 — — —

MAXIMUM SPEEDS
: MPH KPH

{(mean) 1215 195
(best) 123 198
ToP 105 169
3rd 80 129
2nd 55 89

FUEL CONSUMPTION : ist 35 56
At Constant Speeds in Overdrive Top:
30 m.phe o 333_'; mp.g. 70 m. p h. ... 2’%:0 m.p.g

o’p 10

e 28:5 - ) 5 o
ar B Bz
Overall m.p.g. 12-8 (22.1 litres/100km)
MNormal range m.p.g. ... 12-20(23-5-14:1 litres/100km)
Test distance ... 1,310 miles
Estiimated {DIN) mp.g. 202 (140 litres/100km) 50 : 0 i
Grade ... e «»  Pramium (96-98 RM) = !

) BRAKES Pedal Load Retardation Equiv. distance
Ol CONSUMPTION (from 0 mph) 25 g:_;% L
SAE30.. .. .. [ 1,700 m.p.g: 75ib 1-05g 29.9f¢
Handbrake 0-382 796
CLUTCH  Pedal load and travel—65tb and Sin, |

TEST CONDITIONS

Weather Dry and sunny with 5-10 m.p.h. wind
Temperature .., wee 2deg. C. (35 deg. F.)
Barometer, 29-60in. Hg. Dry concrete, tarmacsurfaces

WEIGHT

Kerb weight (with oil, water and halffull fue! cank):
I-Bewt (3,647 Jb—I1,654 kg}

Front-rear distribution, per cent ... S3F,47R.

Laden as tested ... 356 cwt (3,985 1b—1,808 kg)

TURNING CIRCLES

Batweenkerbs o L. 39t 4in.; R, 38t Jin.
< Between walls L. 411 4in.; K. 40f 3in,

Steering wheel turns lock to lock ... 325

PERFORMANCE DATA
Overdrivé top gear m.p.h. per 1,000 r.p.m, 59

Top gear m.p.h. per 1,000 rp.m. .., 201
Mean piston speed at max. power ... 3.790fc/min
Engine revs at mean max. speed .., 4,700 r.p.m,
B.h.p. per ton laden ... 136

- STOPS AT %MILE INTERVALS:
FROM: 70 MPH IN NEUTRAL
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four-speed gearbox and overdrive on
duced at the Eondon Show last year
on the E-type, and is now bek

fitted to the S-type and Mk. 10. Tt
is a vast improgement .pver the
former unit and ‘ensures quicter

Engine and Performance

Although ‘the basic XK series
engine design 18 now Eetting on for
17 years old, it Still perforins its
duties with terrific urge when
needed. In its 3:8-litre, twin car-
burettor form it develops 210 bh.p.
net at 5,}5122 r.p.m.s_ 'I'hi’c “ standard >
engine an 8-to-1- compression
ratio, but 7-t6-1 and 9-to-1 heads are
available for export and special
orders. ‘This engine is very tractable,
and will pull-away smoothly from as
low as 500 r.p.am. . )

AMMETER

FIEL - CIGAR a LA =y L ”‘
ioNmO GaYGe ST Gpg | sTarTeR BRERGURE TEHFERATURE

V] A
CLOCK

V' A
7 HEATING &
VENTILATION
R

3,000 mark; ike note rises to a pur-
poseful but never ebjecticnable roar.

Jaguar recommend that 5,000
r.pai. should. hot be exceceded for
long periods; afthough the red band
on the tev counter starts at 5,500
r.p.m. In fact, at the mean maximuom
speed of 121-5 mph, the engine is
only turning over at 4,700 r.p.m., well

Fuel Consnmption

With such an engine the fuel con-
sumption varies a great deal with the
type of driving. On the open road,
or even in traffic, the car will average
around 17 m.p.g, while hard driving
on motorways, with long bursts at
well over 100 m.ph., gave a con-
sumption of around 12°5 mp.g. The
S-type has two.7-gallon tanks, one in
each tear wing; these tanks are en-
tirely independent of each other, the
supply 1o the engine being controlled
by a facia switch. When' the gauge
shows empty, there is just about a
gallon left—a useful safeguard om a
long night journey. 'The shape of the
tanks allows them to be filled very
quickly; without any blowing " back,
and theﬁller caps are concealed under
was used throughout the test,

i
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Steering and Handling
was fitted to the fest car. The word
“ agsisted 718 used in its -sense
Tegusr leaves the driver in full com-
mand of the car, withoat any sense of
being “+taken over ” by the hydraiilics.
At first there is & tendency to use

S-type to have some i qualities.
The handling is virtually neutral right -
up to the limit of adhesion, with per-
haps just a trace of understeer,
is fndicated by the car’s. ability to run
arrow-straight at 120 m.p.h, with the
driver’s hands virtually off the wheel.

Suspension and Tyres
There can be few big saloons in
which the ride is as good as in the
Jaguar S-type and driver and passen-
gers can travel over the most terrible
surfaces ‘without having to bother
what thé wheels are doing. The all-
indepéndent suspension is not spongy
or woolly, yet it absorbs bumps, dips
and patholes with almost contemp-
tuous. ease, But the driver never
“Joses touch” with the road surface
and he temains in complete control.
One of the voughest tests on a big car
get too power-happy, the S-type will
moving when all about are

bumps to the chassis, but not 10 an
2nnoyIng
from a car of this shape, especially if




AUTOCAR, 19 March 1965




AUTOCAR, 19 March 1965

e =T

565

Classic lines of the' S-typeneetf no excessive bnghtware to.-set thent off. - Reversing famps are byilt into

the sutiber-plate and boot 1id trim

justable for rake.. At the réar, the
seats ace well shaped w:th plenty of

thermore, the rearr oeu: 06X

the whole .of the. sea;, 30 4haz
exits. and entties can be-made. with
dignity. The anmrests in the rear
doars contain borh pockets and ash-
trays.

From the drrver’s pmnt of view, the .

Iayout of the contfois is almost ideal;
in frove of the steering wheel are the
large ‘matched  speedometer and rey
counter, with clear white markings.
There is a total and 1rip miléage re-
corder in the‘speedometer-anda clock
in the revcounter, On = recessed
panel across the centre of the ‘facia
are the ammeter, fuel, oﬂpressure and
witer ‘temperature gauges, with the
hgins “switch in ‘the centre -of the
Tow. Ranged under these dials is a
row of matching switches, their pur-

pose being indicated: Beneath on

“black panel with white lettering.
Although this arcdy does seem a bit
ng 40 the new?cmer, the posi-

‘ ;a glzmce ]agua.r still remain faithful

to the separate ignition swiich and
starter button. There is a small, pull-
out tray in tire middle of the faua, and

the centre panl oldmg the small in-

strumnients. gnd ‘s
to expose the fuse ‘block, onf
level instrument Hghting is. oply just
adeguate when on filly.

‘On thie cem:ral console, below dhe
widé but rather awkward-to-gét-at
parcel shelf;, are the hedter controls.
Three pushbuttonsof: gﬂmtep the

Hng-—
d heat. A quadrimt slide
ie heat output t a not-

regulatés
vety-fiste degrr:e Each side of this

guadrant  ‘are  chromium-plated
knur!ed knobs which divect air eithér

to'the screen.or. feet; ‘rear 'sedt pus-
hot:air dm:tcd 1o their

s&ts

weath&t of the test penod we: ‘really
appreciated the electrically-heated
rear witidow, which would reduice an
overnight covering of smow and ice to
slush in a matter of minuies, and kept
the interior of the window free from
condensation.
Controls, Boot, Engine

- A telescopic steering. column is a
standard fitring; behind the wheel are;
on the left; the mdlcator and imead-
lamyp ‘Hasher switch Ry e i
the ‘overdrive a,
ring horn push is. in the Iower ha}f'of
the wheel, 5O that it does not ohscure
the instruments in the-straight ahead
position; the liorn can-also be sounded

by pressing the steering wheel boss,
‘There is plenty of room for four

90
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Jaguar S-type 3-8
Mercedes-Benz 300SE t
“Alfa 2600 e

I
Jaguar S-type 3-8
Mercedes-Benz 300SE
Alfa Romeo 2600

Vanden Plas Princess R

Rover 3-litre

. SECONDS

HOW THE JAGUAR S-TYPE 38
COMPARES::

0
L T 1 if L L i
Jaguar S-type 3.8
Mercedes-Benz 300SE
i
Alfa Romeo 2600

Vanden Plas Princess R

Rover 3-litre

STANDING-START Y -MILE {secs.}

M. PG Overait and Estimated (DIN)
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people’s luggage in the boot, which is
lined throughout in tough carpet.
Under its false floor is the spare
wheel, jack and Jaguar’s splendid tool
kit in its specially fitted tray. A light
in the boot lid comes on when it is
opened and the sidelamps are on.
The underbonnet space is closely
packed with the engine, its acces-
soties, pipes and wires—ail neatly
laid out and with no suggesrion of
disorder. The polished alumipium

SPECIFICATION: JAGUAR S-TYPE 38 FRONT ENGINE REAR WHEEL DRIVE

ENGINE

Cytinders e &, 0 line

Cooling system ... Water; pump, fan and thermos-
tat

Bore . .., oo B7-Omm (3-43in.}

Stroke ... ... 106-Qmm (417in.)

Displacement ... 3,78| c.c. (2366 cu. in.)

Valve gear .. Twin overhead camshafis

Compression

ratio ... wss §0-to=1; Options 7-0 or 9-Dto |

Carburettors ... 25U, HDé

Fuel pump v 28.U. electric

Oif filter... .. Full flow, renewabie elemeat

Max. power ., 2IDbhp (net)at 5:500 r.p.m,

Mac. torque . 240 Ib. fe. (net) at 3,000 +.p.m.

TRANSMISSION

Cluech ... ... Borg and Beci, 10in. dia.

Gearbox .. .. 4speed, all-synchromesh, cen-
tral control. Overdrive on top.

Gear raticos . 0D Top 0-7& Top 1:00; Third
[28; Second 196: First 3.60;
Reverse 3 60

Final drive «» Hypoid bavel 377

cam boxes and pale grey exhaust
manifolds are very pleasant adom-
ments. Unfortunately, the oil filler
cap gets very hot and a cloth is needed
to undo it after the engine has been
running for some time, The test car
used 6 pints of oil in 1,310 miles,

Service requirements on the S-type
are guite extensxv'e, 14 grease points
needing attention every 6,000 miles,
and the engine oil has to be changed
every 3,000 miles.
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Summary

There can be no doubt that the
Jaguar S-type iz an outstandingly
good car in its class. Although re-
lated to the Mk. 2, this is a model in
its own right, incorporating many
design differences and many immprove-
ments compared with the earlier car.
The new gearbox and other refine-
ments make it a most desirable piece
of machinery—and an extremely fast
and safe means of transport.

CHASSIS AND BODY
Construction ... Integral, with steel bpdy

SUSPENSION
Front ... ... Independent  wishbones, coil
prings, telescopic dampers,

an:i-mll bar
Rear oo ishb radius
arms, coil springs, telescopic

dampers
Tuens, fock to lock 3-25; Whesl dia, 16-5in.
BRAKES

Make and typs ... Dunlop dise, with wvacuum-

Dimansions F llm. dia; R, FI-4,
Swept area 4958q in.
WHEELS
Type . Pressed stoel dise
Tyres ... «. Dunlop SP41 tubed, 185-15in
EQUIPMENT
Battery ... v+ 12-volt 80-amp. hr.
Generator e Lucas
lamps . Lucas sealed beam 75-4S.watc

Reversin, Iamp. 1, standard
Electric fuses ... 8

Screen wipers ... 2, 2-spead, self-parking
n washer ... Standard, electric pump
Interior heater ... Standard,fresh air, 2-speed fan

Safety belts Extra, anchoragcs rovided
Intarior trim . Leather seats, <l headlining
Floor covering ... Carpet
Snrtmg handte ..., No provision

Jack . Screw piltar
Jacking pomu w. 2 each side, under doors
Other bodies .., None

MAINTENANCE

Fuel tank . 14 Imp. galtons (63-6 litras)

Cooling W:eem . 221 rmu {including heater) (12-5
tres

Engine sump . 12 pints (675 litras) SAE 20W30.
Changc oil every 3,000 miles;
Change filter slement every
6,000 miles
Gearboxand over-
drive ... . 4 pints SAE 30 Change off
) -, every 12,000
Final drive v 275 pints SAE 90EP. Change
oil every 12,000 miles
Grease . 14 poanu wery 6000 miles.
Tyre presxures . Fu 3.i. (normal
driving; F, 36 R. 36 psii. {fast
driving

OVERALL LENGTH 15’ 7:8"

OVERALL WIDTH 5' 675"

Scale; iin. to Ift. cushions uncompressed l
o

_.I

65

GROUND CLEARANCE7"

" fe———0VERALL HEIGHT 4

mom; TRACK 477 25"

REAR TRACK 462"

™

“WHEELBASE 8’ IH— ]




