
 

 

tice, by Adrian Bott, ISBN: 

9781310244285) See Adrian’s let-

ter on page 20 of this Newsletter.  

 Ron started at “The Jaguar” 

in late 1959. He wrote, “I used to 

cycle to The Jag from school just to 

watch the cars coming out of the 

factory on test. My parents did not 

have much money, therefore when 

I was given the chance of an ap-

prenticeship, I took it. I started on 

the Mk9 and XK150, then on to the 

Mk2 and spent 6 months on the pre

-production ‘S’-type. I spent about 

two years on the E-type before 

leaving Jaguar to work for myself.  

 I can find only one photo of 

my time at The Jag - five of us ap-

prentices standing by a Mk2 body 

taken in about1960 when I was a 

mere 16-year old. I am the one on 

the left and wish I still had the 

curls. My wife also worked in the 

trim shop for the Mk2 and ‘S’-type. 

We have now been married for over 

50 years. I am 69 but still working 

for myself manufacturing all sorts of 

rubber products for the bus indus-

try.” 

Kind Regards, 

Ron 

 We wrote about the first ‘S;

-type in Newsletters Vol. 4, No. 10 

and Vol. 5, No. 10.  

 A while back we received 

the following, “Hi David, I read 

with interest the story of the (first) 

‘S’-type in the (Newsletter). At 

that time I was working on the 

Mk2 line and was sent over to the 

tool store for tools. On my way 

back I took a short cut over the 

overhead body park and unknown 

to me they had lifted one of the 

grills and I fell through it onto the 

roof of the first ‘S’-type. They sent 

me to the surgery and when I 

came back was given the job to do 

all the kids jobs on that car and 

train all the youths in the future 

on their jobs. Just a little bit of 

useless information. 

Regards,  

Ron Mcgaw 

 I replied that, “Not at All. 

The recollections of those who 

were involved with the 'S'-type's 

design and production are so inter-

esting - and we do want to get 

them documented.” And our corre-

spondence continued sporadically 

over the past few years. 

 After World 

War 2, Jaguar had 

started a formal ap-

prenticeship program 

that continues to this 

day. In the 1950s 

and ‘60s, it had its 

own magazine and 

car club. Another ex-apprentice 

recently wrote a book that gives 

much insight into those days (The 

Life and Times of a Jaguar Appren-
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on close inspection. As 

normal the complete 

bodywork was taken 

back to bare metal, 

panels replaced, care-

fully prepared and pro-

fessionally painted in 

Old English White. Me-

chanically the car was 

given to acknowledged 

specialists, XK Engi-

neering in Coventry for 

a complete engine 

overhaul and was con-

verted to run on fuel 

injection and upgraded 

to a 5-speed gearbox. 

 Their account 

was in excess of 

£13,000.The interior 

was the last area to be 

upgraded and now dis-

plays metres of fresh 

red leather, new 

matching carpets and 

 Lot: 285 at the 

CCA Classic Car Sale 

March, 19, 2016 was a 

1968 Jaguar ‘S-type. It 

sold for £17,050. Inter-

estingly, the car was 

first registered in the 

UK May 15,1968 as 

having a manual gear-

box without overdrive. 

 It was described 

as, “… has been with 

the current owner for 

the last 3 years. Com-

ing with a partial his-

tory file, this lot's con-

dition scores 86 / 13.  

 This S’-type has 

been the subject of an 

excellent restoration 

and the quality of the 

workmanship is evident 

the dashboard and 

door cappings were 

prepared and varnished 

with great effect, how-

ever, there are one or 

two small imperfec-

tions. With its wood rim 

steering wheel, five-

speed box and new 

leather, the interior of 

this S-Type is a mar-

velous place to be. 

 A proper resto-

ration, of a proper Jag-

uar, needs a proper 

new owner.” 
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 The 18-page Enclosure to Newsletter Vol. 7, No. 9 was 

devoted to the Kougar, Rick Steven’s design for a Jaguar ‘S’-

type-based ‘do-it-yourself’ or ‘kit cars’. It covered the Kougar’s 

origins, design, analysis and road tests. A number of Kougars 

“On the Cover …” were shown, most being magazines for ‘Kit 

Cars’ and their components. We have now come across a Kou-

gar on the cover of Jaguar Driver, October 1981. On the con-

tents page the cover photo is captioned. “This month’s picture 

shows one of the more unusual Jaguar variants, the 

‘Kouger’ (sic).  Based on ‘S’-type components it makes a very 

successful special”. 

 The ‘S’-type was produce as a four-seat sports saloon. 

The idea of a sleek fast two-seat sports version could be quite 

attractive. In 1981, when the ‘S’-type was almost 20-years old 

prices had decreased to where a donor car could be had for a 

few hundred British Pounds. With the basic Kougar kit priced 

an about £2,850, a Kougar could be on the road for about 

£3,000 when E-types where priced at £6,000+. 

On the Cover—68 
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 My Name is John Gosnell. I live on a 

small island at the south of England called the 

Isle of Wight. I became a paraplegic (paralysed 

from the waist) in 2011 after an operation to my 

spine that went badly wrong. Being an engineer 

all my life I had an interest in cars and motor 

bikes and in the past I had restored an old Tri-

umph T21 motor bike , a Triumph TR7 and also 

I had restored a Rover P6 which we still own. 

After my operation I needed to find a project so 

as to keep my interest in life. 

 So what car do I look for, I had always 

liked the jags but knew very little (I am still 

learning), I did not want a Mk2 as they are too 

common and I also needed a car that would be 

easy for me to get into from a wheelchair and of 

course it had to be an Auto drive car. I decide 

on the ‘S’-type for several reasons some practi-

cal and others not so. Firstly because the ‘S’-

type is larger than the Mk2 but not as a big as 

the MkX. It Has a larger boot (trunk) for putting 

my wheelchair into, compared to the Mk2, they 

are a lot cheaper in price and yet from what I 

had read they are a more sophisticated car with 

the IRS suspension and what appeared to be a 

better heating system although the car would 

never be driven cold weather. And the ‘S’-type 

still has the classic lines that I loved. 

 For a long time in 2014 I trawled 

through the classic car ads and the infamous 

eBay. The next issue was do I buy a car that 

had already been restored but the problem with 

that is I would not know how good the work had 

been on the restoration. 

 I am quite lucky as my son works in a 

local car body shop and he offered to do the 

work with my input. Anyway after a lot of 

searching, in July 2014, we found a car being 

advertised on eBay for £8500 and it looked to 

be a good starting point 

 The car number being 1B1257BW, the 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Story of 1B1257BW 



 

 

Page 4 

The Newsletter of The International Jaguar ‘S’-type Register 

colour was a Jaguar dark blue. The good things 

about the car was the owner had had all the 

suspension sorted , had electronic ignition fitted 

and converted to negative earth with power 

steering driven via the alternator , new stainless 

steel exhaust,  brakes upgraded, the interior 

was in good condition apart from the roof lining 

which had suffered from water damage. 

The bad things were like most old cars 

rust, although when you looked at the car rust 

did not look too bad with bubbles at the bottom 

of doors, some rust showing in the bottom of 

sills so I knew that once stripped out it would be 

a lot worse. 

I agreed the price 

with the owner and the 

first thing was to have 

the car serviced so as to 

see what I was dealing 

with. I was now £900 

worse off in the wallet 

but a new near side fuel 

tank had been fitted as 

well as the service. The 

car was driving great 

with good oil pressure 

and water temperature. 

One of the first 

things that I had to do 

was to arrange for hand 

controls to be fitted to 

the car. The modern car 

that I have has hand 

controls fitted and this 

was arranged through 

the British Government which allows for dis-

abled people to get mobile. I contacted the 

company that did the controls to my Honda CRV 

and yes they could do a system for the Jag. This 

is quite a simple set up known as a push and 

pull system with the controls attached to the 

brake and throttle (gas), the system allows the 

car to be driven by either a disabled person or 

not. 

 I agreed a price with the body shop to do 

the work and Lee, my son, stripped the car out in 

February 2015. I had already started buying parts 

for the car including 4 door skins and outer sills, 

but as work continued so did the parts list. 

 I purchased new interior carpet’s in light 

blue, a new roof lining in beige, replaced the rear 

parcel shelf and the boot (trunk) linings were also 

replaced, all rubber seals replaced. I did a Heri-

tage search and found that the car’s original col-

our was opalescent silver blue, so that was it, the 

car was resprayed back to the correct colour, the 

car has the original engine (7B1374-8) which was 

rebuilt back in the turn of the millennium.  

 

April 2016 , work is almost complete. The 

driver door has to be refitted and all 4 door cards 

and handles refitted, a replacement indicator 

switch has also to be fitted. There is a leak on the 

power steering and the brakes need bleeding and 

checking for leaks and we are then ready to go. It 

should be back on the road in May. 

Regards  

John & Shirley Gosnell 



 

 

where the film was re-

leased as Rapina al 

Treno Postale, shows 

our beloved ‘S’-type. 

 We thank friend 

of the Register Steve 

Ring, who collects Jag-

uar movie posters, for 

alerting us to it. 

 In the ‘S’-type 

days, before cable TV 

and the Internet, films 

were primarily adver-

tised in newspapers 

and magazines, large 

posters were placed in 

populated venues and 

posters and lobby cards 

in the cinema lobbies.   

 The film Rob-

bery, 1967, which is 

probably the best of all 

the films on the Great 

Train Robbery, was de-

scribed in Newsletters 

Vol. 2, No. 10 and Vol. 

7, No. 3E and its lobby 

card, which shows an 

‘S’-type, in Newsletter 

Vol. 8, No.6. The 

American Robbery 

poster shows the vil-

lain’s Mk2. But the Ital-

ian poster (right), 

In Film—Robbery—Poster 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 
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 Our continental correspon-

dent, Pierre Stiévenart 

(1B77086BW) sent us another 

French postcard with our beloved 

‘S’- type on it. Pierre wrote, that it 

shows, “the Central Post Office of 

Asnieres-sur-Seine. It was built on 

Aristide Briand Square in 1936 de-

signed by architect Joseph Bukiet 

who was the architect of the Minis-

try of Posts and designed many Pa-

risian post offices.” 

 Vincent van Gogh made a 

series of paintings of Asnières and 

his views of the banks of the Seine 

are said to be an important pro-

gression to his later landscape 

paintings. 

On Postcard – French – 3 
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 The EJAG News Magazine, 

July 1982, Vol. 9, No. 7, did not 

have an ‘S’-type on the cover – how-

ever it did state, “This Month: The 

‘S’-type” and placed a stylized photo 

of our beloved ‘S’-type  on the back 

cover. Inside is over a dozen pages 

of ‘S’-type coverage: 

 An eight-page article, “The 

Sporting Executive - Jaguar ‘S’” 

 An ‘S’-type photo on the 

“Album” page (Ed: owned then by an old friend 

Jack Sanft – where is it now?) 

 A two page centerfold photo of an ‘S’-

type in front of a steam engine/caboose 

 Four pages of “small ads” that include 

five ‘S’-types or sale, two being parted out 

 A classic ‘S’-type Advertisement 

 The EJAG News Magazine was first pub-

lished January 1974 by Willem “Wolf” and Lau-

rie Toepel, in Carlisle, Massachusetts, USA.  It 

was just 4-sheets (8-pages) photocopied on 

coloured paper and stapled in the upper left-

hand corner. It was “Published monthly by 

North America’s Independent Jaguar Automobile 

Club” and, despite the title, covered all models of 

Jaguars. By the late 1970s, it was a 40+ page 

magazine printed in multi-hue single colour on 

heavier stock paper. It grew to a full colour 50+ 

page magazine on spine-stapled slick paper and be-

came a ‘must-read’ for serious Jaguar enthusiasts. 

Publication appears to have stopped in the early 

1990s; the latest copy in the Register library is 

January 1991. 

 ‘S’-types appear on the covers of the March 

1983 and October 1990 issues, see Newsletters Vol. 

4, No. 3 and Vol. 9, No. 9. 

On the Cover—69, The EJAG News Magazine, July 1982 



 

 

Page 7 

Volume 10, Number 1 



 

 

Page 8 

The Newsletter of The International Jaguar ‘S’-type Register 



 

 

Page 9 

Volume 10, Number 1 



 

 

Page 10 

The Newsletter of The International Jaguar ‘S’-type Register 



 

 

Page 11 

Volume 10, Number 1 



 

 

Page 12 

The Newsletter of The International Jaguar ‘S’-type Register 



 

 

Page 13 

Volume 10, Number 1 



 

 

Page 14 

The Newsletter of The International Jaguar ‘S’-type Register 

Derelict ‘S’-type—10 
 This photograph ap-

peared in the November 

1983 issue of EJAG News. It 

was taken at Stephen 

Brown’s Jaguar Shop in Mas-

sachusetts. The caption was, 

“A Jaguar with a different 

kind of independent rear 

suspension, so independent, 

it doesn’t go with the car! 

Wagon wheels are not rec-

ommended as replacement 

parts.” 
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 The International 
Jaguar 'S'-type Register is a 
non-affiliated Registry of 
1963-68 3.4- & 3.8-litre 'S'-
type Saloons. It was founded 
in 1998 by three ’S’-type 
owners, to promote the pres-
ervation, maintenance and 
restoration – but mostly the 
enjoyment - of Jaguars 'Best 
Sports Saloon'.  The Regis-
ter records the details of sur-
viving 'S'-type Jaguars and, 
since its founding, has re-
ceived data on more than 
600 cars from twenty-one 
countries. 
 The International Jaguar ‘S’-type Register publishes a Newsletter now in its tenth 
volume.  
 The Register also has an extensive reference library of ‘S’-type information, all of 
which are available to Register members. 

Newsletter Editors & Publishers: 
David & Patricia Reilly 
Email:  

jagstype@gmail.com 

 
Snail Mail: 
1814 N. Laguna Oaks Drive 
Green Valley, AZ 85614 
USA  
Phone: 520 207 9619 
 
Webmaster: 
Tom Hoffman 
Email:  

hoffmanmotors@hotmail.com                                                  

W E ’RE  ON  THE  W EB !  
www.jagstyperegister.com 

The three founding ‘S’-types 

Hello David and Patricia, 

 I was interested to read about 

your ‘unique’ car on your website. As you 

must know by now I was at the factory 

when it was built so I guess that there 

might have been a little of my personal 

input during it’s manufacture. More likely 

an involvement in your engine build and 

test or possibly help in the machining of it’s 

crankshaft. It’s a small world indeed! 

  Anyway your dedication towards 

the S-Type model will ensure it’s survival 

over the next years. Personally I have al-

ways felt that this model was never given 

it’s just rewards and has always been 

thought of as a bit of an exercise regarding 

the development of future models but I 

have always been of the opinion that it was 

a fine mix to create a far better model than 

the Mk 2. I’m sure that you will agree with 

that observation? 

 My book is not in anyway a techni-

cal manual. It is a snapshot in time of the 

life of an apprentice at the Jaguar factory 

in the 1960’s. I hope you will enjoy a brief 

escape back to this period in British manu-

facturing history.  We have to keep this 

wonderful marque alive and kicking.  

Best Regards, 

Adrian.   

  

Letter—Adrian Bott 


